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To  THE  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Council — 

Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  pleasure  in  submitting  my  Annual  Report  on  the 
Health  and  Sanitary  Conditions  of  the  Chester  Rural  District  for 
the  year  1958. 

The  National  Vital  Statistics  show  a slight  increase  in  the 
Birth  and  Death  Rates,  whilst  the  Infant  Mortality  Rate,  22.5  per 
1,000  hve  births,  is  slightly  lower  than  last  year,  and  is  the  lowest 
ever  recorded  in  England  and  Wales. 

The  local  Vital  Statistics  show  a similar  trend,  with  an  increase 
in  the  Birth  and  Death  Rates,  and  a decline  in  the  Infant  Mor- 
taUty  Rate. 

Measles  (173  cases)  was  the  most  prevalent  infectious  disease 
notified,  followed  by  Scarlet  Fever  and  Whooping  Cough,  each 
with  25  notified  cases. 

Perusal  of  the  Report  of  the  Chief  Public  Health  Inspector 
indicates  the  wide  range  of  services  operated  by  the  Health 
Department  on  behalf  of  the  public  in  the  Rural  District.  They 
include  a comprehensive  service  of  Meat  Inspection,  Housing  and 
Drainage  problems,  and  a very  complete  system  of  Refuse  Collec- 
tion, besides  a variety  of  other  important  and  necessary  functions, 
details  of  which  are  recorded  in  the  Report. 

As  an  appendix  as  usual,  there  is  my  Annual  Report  as  Divi- 
sional Medical  Officer  on  the  Personal  Health  Services  operating 
on  behalf  of  the  Cheshire  County  Council  in  the  South  West 
Cheshire  Division,  of  which  the  Rural  District  of  Chester  forms 
part. 

My  thanks  are  due  to  the  Chief  Public  Health  Inspector  and 
the  Staff  of  the  Public  Health  Department  for  their  help  and 
co-operation  throughout  the  year. 

I am. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

W.  J.  BIRCHALL,  m.b.,  m.r.c.s.,  l.r.c.p.,  d.p.h. 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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NATIONAL  STATISTICS 

The  Birth  Rate  for  England  and  Wales  for  1958  was  16.4  per 
1,000  population,  compared  with  16.1  for  1957. 

The  Death  Rate  for  England  and  Wales  for  1958  was  11.7  per 
1,000  population.  The  rate  for  1957  was  11.5. 

The  Infant  Mortality  Rate  for  England  and  Wales,  i.e.,  Deaths 
of  Infants  under  1 year  of  age  per  1,000  live  births  was  22.5,  the 
rate  for  1957  was  23.1  ; and  it  was  the  lowest  ever  recorded  in  this 
country. 


CHESTER  RURAL  DISTRICT 


STATISTICS  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS 
SECTION  A 

Area:  43,811  acres. 

Population  Mid  1958  

Number  of  inhabited  houses  (end  of  1958)  according  to 
Rate  Books  


27380 

7,497 


Number  of  houses  built  in  1958  (by  Private  Enterprise 


163,  by  Local  Authority  28)  Total  191 

Rateable  Value  at  1st  April,  1958  £352,182 

Product  of  Id.  Rate  at  1st  April,  1958  £1395 


The  Chief  Industry  of  the  District  is  Dairy  Farming. 


EXTRACTS  FROM  VITAL  STATISTICS  FOR  1958 


Births 

Live  Births 

MALE 

FEMALE 

•TOTAL 

Legitimate  

211 

196 

407 

Illegitimate  

6 

3 

9 

Birth  Rate  per  1,000  of  estimated 

civilian 

population- 

-15.19. 

Using  Comparability  factor  of 
is  18.2. 

1.20 

the  adjusted  Birth  Rate 

Still  Births 

MALE 

FEM\LE 

TOTAL 

Legitimate  

5 

1 

6 

Illegitimate  

... 

— 

— 

— 

Rate  per  1,000  (Live  and  Still) 

Births — 14.2. 

Total  Live  and  Still  Births 

422 

2 


Deaths 


MALE  FEMALE  TOTAL 

188  232  420 

Death  Rate  per  1,000  population — 15.23.  By  use  of  a Com- 
parability factor  of  .70  the  adjusted  Death  Rate  is  10.7. 

Deaths  (due  to  maternal  causes): 

Pregnancy — Childbirth Nil 

Maternal  Mortality  Rate  per  1,000  live  and  still  births  Nil 


Deaths  of  infants  under  one  year: 

MALE  FEMALE  TOTAL 

Legitimate  4 3 7 

Illegitimate  — — — 

Infant  Mortality  Rate,  i.e.,  per  1,000  live  births — 16.8. 

Deaths  of  infants  under  four  weeks  of  age:  (Neo-natal  deaths) 


Legitimate  

MALE  FEMALE  TOTAL 

3 3 6 

Illegitimate  

— — — 

Neo-natal  Mortality  Rate — 14.8. 

Illegitimate  live  births  as  percentage  of  total  live  hirths — 2.16 
per  cent. 


The  natural  increase  in  population  (that  is  excess  of  hirths 
over  deaths)  is  shown  in  the  following  tables : — 


NAT.  INC. 

NAT.  INC. 

PER  1,000 

PER  1,000 

YEAR 

POP. 

POP. 

YEAR 

POP. 

POP. 

1947 

18,590 

9.5 

1953  

26,250 

0.45 

1948 

19,710 

6.2 

1954  

26,790 

-0.5 

1949 

20,330 

3.7 

1955  

26,810 

-1.35 

1950 

23,610 

5.16 

1956  

27,680 

-1.15 

1951 

25,590 

4.14 

1957  

27,740 

-1,26 

1952 

25,580 

2.8 

1958  

27,380 

-0.04 

The  natural  increase  in  population  (that 

is  excess 

of  births 

over 

deaths)  (1947-1958)  (England  and  Wales):- 

PER 

PER 

1,000 

1,000 

YEAR 

POP. 

YEAR 

POP. 

1947 



8.5 

1953  

•••>  •••• 

4.1 

1948 



7.1 

1954  

••••  •••• 

3.9 

1949 



5.0 

1955  



3.3 

1950 

• •••  «•••  ••••  «••• 

4.2 

1956  

4.0 

1951 



3.0 

1957  

4.6 

1952 



;...  4.0 

1958  

4.7 

3 


Table  of  number  of  Live  Births  and  Birth  Rates  (1947-1958): 


BIRTH 

BIRTH 

YEAR 

NUMBER  RATE 

YEAR 

NUMBER 

RATE 

1947  

383  20.6 

1953  

348 

13.25 

1948  

329  16.7 

1954  

343 

12.80 

1949  

303  14.9 

1955  

365 

13.61 

1950  

322  13.6 

1956  

429 

15.5 

1951  

315  12.31 

1957  

357 

12.8 

1952  

293  11.45 

1958  

416 

15.19 

Table 

of  number  of  Deaths 

and  Crude 

Death  Rates 

(1947-1958) 

— 

DEATH 

DEATH 

YEAR 

NUMBER  RATE 

YEAR 

NUMBER 

RATE 

1947  

206  11.8 

1953  .... 

337 

12.8 

1948  

205  10.4 

1954  .... 

356 

13.3 

1949  

227  11.2 

1955  .... 

401 

14.96 

1950  

200  8.5 

1956  .... 

461 

16.65 

1951  

209  8.17 

1957  .... 

390 

14.06 

1952  

222  8.68 

1958  .... 

420 

15.23 

Table  of  Infant  Mortality  (1947-1958): 

RATE 

RATE 

PER  1,000 

PER  1,000 

YEAR 

NUMBER  BIRTHS 

YEAR 

NUMBER 

BIRTHS 

1947  

....  18  46.99 

1953  .... 

10 

28.7 

1948  

....  10  30.4 

1954  .... 

4 

11.7 

1949  

....  1 3.3 

1955  .... 

5 

13.7 

1950  

....  6 18.6 

1956  .... 

5 

11.65 

1951  

....  11  34.9 

1957  .... 

8 

22.4 

1952  

....  8 27.3 

1958  .... 

7 

16.8 

Deaths  from  Measles  (all  ages) 
Deaths  from  Whooping  Cough 


Nil 

Nil 


Particulars  of  unusual  or  excessive  mortality  during  the  year: 


MALE 

FE- 

MALE 

TOTAL 

IN 

1957 

(i)  Diseases  of  the  Heart  and  Circula- 
tory System  

66 

83 

149 

154 

(ii)  Cancer  

37 

36 

73 

55 

(iii)  Vascular  Lesions  of  Nervous  System 

17 

47 

64 

67 

(iv)  Cancer  of  Lungs  (included  in  (ii) 
above)  

12 

__ 

12 

11 

(v)  Coronary  Disease  of  Heart  (included 
in  (i)  above)  

32 

22 

54 

46 

4 


CAUSES  OF  DEATH  DURING  1958  male  female 

Tuberculosis  of  Respiratory  System  4 1 

Other  forms  of  Tuberculosis  — — 

Other  Infective  or  Parasitic  Diseases  — 1 

Cancer  (all  sites)  37  36 

Vascular  Lesions  of  Nervous  System  17  47 

Diseases  of  Heart  and  Circulatory  System  66  83 

Bronchitis  8 5 

Pneumonia  18  19 

Influenza  — 5 

Other  Diseases  of  Respiratory  System  2 2 

Ulcer  of  Stomach  1 1 

Enteritis  or  Diarrhoea  — 3 

Nephritis  2 2 

Leukaemia  ....  ....  ....  2 — 

Diabetes 2 1 

Pregnancy  and  Childbirth  — — 

Congenital  Malformations  2 — 

Hyperplasia  of  Prostate  3 — 

Suicide  3 — 

Motor  Vehicle  Accidents  4 — 

All  other  Accidents  ....  ....  1 5 

All  other  causes  ....  16  21 


188  232 


GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES 
Public  Health  Officers  in  Chester  Rural  District 

SECTION  B 

Medical  Officer  of  Health 

W.  J.  Birchall,  m.b.,  m.r.c.s.,  l.r.c.p.,  d.p.h. 

Office: — 16,  White  Friars,  Chester.  Tel.  Chester  20071. 

Chief  Public  Health  Inspector,  Cleansing  Superintendent  and 
Meat  Inspector 

H.  E.  Stone,  m.a.p.h.i.,  r.s.i.,  and  Joint  Board  Certificate  for 
Sanitary  Inspectors,  Liverpool  University  Certificate  for 
Sanitary  Knowledge  and  Meat  and  other  Foods,  Cam- 
bridge University  Certificates. 

Additional  Public  Health  Inspectors 

J.  G.  Wilkes,  r.s.i.,  and  Joint  Certificate  for  Sanitary  Inspector, 
Meat  and  other  Foods,  Liverpool  University  Certificate 
for  Sanitary  Knowledge  and  Meat  and  other  Foods. 

E.  Clarkson,  m.a.p.h.l,  r.s.i.,  and  Joint  Board  Certificate  for 
Sanitary  Inspectors,  R.S.I.  Meat  and  other  Foods,  Liver- 
pool University  Certificate  for  Sanitary  Knowledge  and 
other  Foods.  Liverpool  University  Certificate  for  Smoke 
Abatement  and  Fuel  Economy. 
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Pupil  Public  Health  Inspector 
A.  White. 

Clerk/Typists 

Miss  E.  Boden. 

Miss  V.  Bushell. 

(a)  Laboratory  Facilities 

The  Regional  Laboratory  Service  under  Ministry  of  Health  is 
available  at  Birkenhead  for  free  examination  of  Bacteriological 
Specimens. 

The  Services  of  the  Pathological  Department,  Chester  Royal 
Infirmary,  are  utilised  for  Chemical  Examinations. 

(b)  Ambulance  Facilities 

Infectious  Diseases  are  removed  to  Clatterbridge  Isolation 
Hospital  by  the  Cheshire  County  Council  Ambulances,  assisted 
by  the  Chester  City  Ambulances  acting  as  an  Agency  Service. 
Accident  and  Sick  cases  are  also  removed  to  hospitals  in  Chester, 
Clatterbridge  and  Liverpool  by  the  County  and  City  Ambulances. 
There  are  no  special  Ambulances  for  Infectious  cases,  with  the 
exception  of  Smallpox. 

(c)  Nursing  in  the  Home 

Home  Nursing  in  the  Rural  District  is  undertaken  by  District 
Nurses  working  under  the  direction  of  the  Cheshire  County  Coun- 
cil, which  is  the  Local  Health  Authority. 

(d)  Treatment  Centres  and  Clinics  including  Clinics  solely  for 
diagnosis  or  consultation.  The  County  Council  Clinics  are  avail- 
able for  residents  in  this  area  at:  — 

Christleton : Infant  Welfare. 

Upton : Infant  Welfare  Clinic. 

Saughall:  Infant  Welfare  Clinic. 

Barrow:  Infant  Welfare  Clinic. 

Huntington:  Infant  Welfare  Clinic. 

Chester:  Orthopaedic  and  Tuberculosis. 

(e)  Hospitals 

The  General  Hospitals  at  Chester,  Clatterbridge  and  Liver- 
pool are  available  for  residents  in  the  district  as  well  as  Special 
Treatment  Centres  in  Chester  and  Liverpool.  There  is  in  addi- 
tion a special  Hospital  at  Barrow  for  the  treatment  of  Tuberculosis. 

SECTION  47,  NATIONAL  ASSISTANCE  ACT 

The  provisions  of  the  above  Act  enable  a Local  Authority 
to  apply  for  the  compulsory  removal  to  a hospital  or  County 
Council  Hostel  of  aged  and  infirm  persons  who  are  in  need  of 
care  and  attention,  and  are  unable  to  care  for  themselves.  A num- 
ber of  such  cases  were  investigated  and  were  recommended  for 
accommodation  in  Hospitals  or  County  Council  Hostels  and  agreed 
to  removal.  No  application  for  compulsorv  removal  was  neces- 
sary in  1958. 


6 


ANNUAL  REPORT,  1958 


The  Chairman  and  Members, 

Chester  Rural  District  Council. 

Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

It  is  my  pleasure  to  present  my  Report  for  the  year  ending 
31st  December,  1958,  and  at  the  outset  I wish  to  record  my  appre- 
ciation of  what  has  been  for  me  one  of  pleasant  association  with 
the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Public  Health  Committee  and 
for  your  continued  expressions  of  confidence  in  me  and  all  the 
members  of  your  Public  Health  Staff. 

The  year  has  seen  the  Slaughterhouses  Act,  1958,  and  the 
Litter  Act,  1958,  placed  on  the  statute  books  and  I have  made 
comment  elsewhere  on  the  former. 

It  is  hoped  that  the  Litter  Act  will  have  the  desired  effect  of 
cleaning  up  our  streets  and  countryside  and  make  the  general 
public  more  litter  conscious. 

Your  Housing  Schemes  have  continued  under  the  cloud  of  the 
‘Credit  Squeeze’  with  the  consequence  that  only  28  dwellings  were 
completed  by  you  during  the  year. 

Attendances  at  slaughterhouses  in  connection  with  Meat 
Inspection  have  continued  to  take  a toll  on  the  time  of  the 
inspectorate  which  you  have  appreciated,  and  have  sanctioned  the 
payment  of  overtime  to  your  additional  inspectors. 

A feature  of  the  year  has  been  the  steady  improvement  in 
the  Cleansing  Service  and  it  is  pleasing  to  record  that  each  Parish 
is  now  enjoying  a regular  weekly  service,  an  achievement  for  which 
your  Charge-hand,  Mr.  J.  Emmett,  rnust  be  accorded  due  credit. 
The  new  16/18  cu.  yrd.  iDual  Tip  Refuse  Collection  Vehicle  is 
also  proving  its  usefulness. 

A note  of  sadness  must  creep  in.  YoUr  Water  Undertaking 
was  finally  taken  over  by  the  Chester  Waterworks  Company  on 
the  1st  April,  1958,  and  it  is  hard  to  part  with  a service  which 
I have  fostered  from  its  inception  in  1938. 

In  conclusion  I wish  to  record  my  sincere  appreciation  of  the 
good  services  rendered  to  me  and  the  Department  by  your  Addi- 
tional Inspectors,  Mr.  Wilkes  and  Mr.  Clarkson,  who  have  always 
been  ready  and  willing  to  undertake  any  investigatiotn  or  inquiry 
where  the  health  of  the  general  public  is  concerned,  and  my 
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thanks  are  also  due  to  your  Foreman,  Mr.  S.  D.  Meakin,  who  has 
now  completed  25  years  in  your  service,  also  to  your  Charge-hand, 
Mr.  J.  Emmett,  for  their  untiring  efforts  on  your  and  my  b^ehalf. 

I am,  Mr.  Chairman, 

Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

H.  E.  STONE,  M.A.P.H.I., 

CHIEF  PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTOR. 


SECTION  C 

SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA 
Water  Supply 

The  only  Parish  in  your  area  without  a piped  supply  is 
Croughton,  which  fact  is  repeated  with  yearly  regularity.  A pleas- 
ing feature  is  that  samples  taken  have  shown  that  of  the  four 
wells  which  afford  the  supply  for  the  inhabitants  the  Bacterio- 
logical samples  show  the  supplies  to  be  either  ‘Excellent’  or 
‘Satisfactory’  in  three  cases  ,and  one  unsatisfactory,  in  which  case 
the  consumers  have  been  advised  to  take  the  necessary  precaution 
of  boiling  before  drinking,  and  the  owners  requested  to  have  the 
well  thoroughly  cleansed  and  made  impervious,  also  the  conduit 
pipes  examined  and  renewed  where  necessary.  Further  samples 
proved  these  steps  to  contain  the  remedy. 

As  was  anticipated  last  year  an  order  was  made  on  agreed 
terms,  by  the  Minister,  whereby  your  water  undertaking  in  its 
entirety  was  taken  over  by  and  absorbed  into  the  statutory  area 
of  supply  by  the  Chester  Waterworks  Company. 

This  arrangement  was  probably  the  most  economical  way  of 
dealing  with  what  was  and  is  a small  undertaking  but  after  having 
been  instrumental  in  inaugurating  the  scheme  it  was  with  regret 
and  considerable  reluctance  that  the  ‘handing  over’  was  witnessed 
by  the  writer:  it  seemed  like  parting  from  an  old  and  trusted 
friend. 

In  accordance  with  the  usual  practice  samples  have  been  taken 
from  various  premises  in  your  district  which  derive  their  piped 
supply  from  the  mains  of  the  various  undertaknigs,  who  are  the 
Chester  Waterworks  Co.,  the  West  Cheshire  Water  Board,  and  the 
Wrexha  mand  East  Denbighshire  Water  Board,  all  of  which  have 
given  satisfactory  results  on  submission  for  both  bacteriological 
and  chemical  analysis. 

The  following  tabulation  gives  details  of  the  piped  supply 
afforded  in  your  district  from  the  mains  of  the  various  under- 
takings together  with  the  estimated  population:  — 
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PARISH 


Aldford  

Bache  

Backford  

Barrow  

Bridge  Trafford  

Buerton  

Capcnhurst  

Caughall  

Chester  Castle  

Chorlton-by-Back£ord  

Christleton  

Churton  Heath  

Claverton  


Croughton  

Dodleston  

Dunham-on-the-Hill  

Eaton  .... 

Eccleston  

Elton  

Great  Boughton  .... 

Guilden  Sutton  

Hapsford  

Hoole  Village  

Huntington  

Lea-by-Backford  

Lea  Newbold 

Ledsham  ....  

Littleton  

Little  Stanney  ....  

Lower  Kinnerton  

Marlston-cum-Lache  ....  

Mickle  Trafford  

Mollington  

Moston  ....  

Picton  

Poulton  ....  

Puddington  

Pulford  

Rowton  

Saighton  

Saughall  ....  

Shotwick  ' 

Shotwick  Park  


NO.  OF 
DWELUNGS 

93 

28 

50 

280 

II 

17 

106 

3 

1 

31 
650 

5 

11 

127 

185 

22 

90 
143 

1145 

225 

35 

101 

425 

61 

6 

40 

177 

82 

38 

29 

121 

151 

82 

23 

32 
108 

91 
105 
84 

639 

19 

21 


EST.  POP 
SUPPLIED 

352 

98 

175 

1050 

39 

54 

397 

11 

3 

116 

2438 

17 


476 

694 

83 

337 

536 

4294 

843 

131 

378 

2794 

229 

22 

150 

664 

307 

144 

113 

454 

566 

857 

87 

120 

405 

341 

374 

315 

2396 

71 

79 
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Scoak  



41 

154 

Thornton-le-Moors  



41 

154 

Upton-by-Chestcr  . 

...  ....  .... 

1639 

6146 

Wervin  



24 

88 

Wimbolds  Trafford  

33 

124 

Woodbank  



24 

90 

7495  29766 


DRAINAGE  AND  SEWERAGE 

I am  not  yet  able  to  report  progress  for  any  of  the  schemes 
suggested  in  previous  years  with  the  exception  of  the  Moor  Lane/ 
Whitchurch  Road,  Rowton,  scheme,  in  respect  of  which  negotia- 
tions have  been  commenced  with  our  neighbouring  authority,  the 
Tarvin  Rural  District  Council,  to  take  and  treat  the  sewage  from 
this  area  in  their  Guy  Lane,  Waverton,  sewage  disposal  works ; as 
a result  of  which  it  is  hoped  this  scheme  will  at  long  last  be 
brought  to  a successful  conclusion. 

It  is  unfortunate  that  the  Christleton  Brown  Heath/Plough 
Lane  area  scheme  cannot  at  present  be  contemplated  because  of 
its  estimated  cost,  though  the  necessity  for  it  is  most  apparent, 
particularly  since  further  development  has  been  allowed  in  this 
area. 

In  the  Parish  of  Upton-by-Chester  there  are  now  signs  that 
the  relief  sewer  to  be  laid  in  Newton  Lane  is  about  to  be  com- 
menced : this  should  relieve  the  overloaded  state  of  the  Mill  Lane 
and  Liverpool  Road  main  trunk  sewers  which  become  surcharged 
during  periods  of  storms  and  steady  continuous  raining. 

With  regard  to  the  joint  Mollington  and  Parkgate  Road/ 
Fiddlers  Lane  area  of  Saughall,  preliminary  overtures  have  dis- 
closed that  this  scheme  cannot  yet  be  contemplated,  if  the  orig- 
inal and  most  feasible  method  of  disposal,  i.e.,  into  the  Chester 
City  sewerage  system,  is  to  be  adopted,  until  such  time  as  the 
Chester  City  Council  have  constructed  their  new  outfall  sewer,  to 
be  designed  to  accommodate  new  development  at  Blacon  and  to 
receive  the  sewerage  from  both  these  areas. 

I am  still  hopeful  that  attention  will  be  given  to  the  Hollow- 
moor  Heath  and  Stamford  Bridge  areas  of  Barrow  in  the  near 
future,  more  particularly  as  it  would  appear  that  the  existing 
settlement  tank  and  filter  at  the  former  cannot  be  satisfactorily 
enlarged  or  improved. 

Drain  and  Sewer  Tests 

During  the  year  170  sewer  and  drain  tests  have  been  carried 
out,  including  153  tests  of  drains  connected  to  sewers  and  15  tests 
of  drains  connected  to  septic  tanks. 

A working  arrangement  has  been  made  with  your  Building 
Surveyor,  Mr  ..C  Bridge,  for  the  testing  of  drains  to  septic  tanks 
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and  cesspools,  and  I am  indebted  to  him  for  the  particulars  of 
such  tests  carried  out  by  his  department. 


CessfKX)!  Emptier 

This  vehicle,  with  its  team  of  driver  and  mate,  continues  to 
perform  a useful  service,  and  now  operates  only  within  your  own 
district,  and  as  a consequence  more  regular  attention  is  given  to 
your  various  sewage  disposal  plants,  which  number  25  in  all. 

During  the  year  124  requests  have  been  made  for  its  services, 
and  regular  attention  has  been  given  to  your  own  plants. 


Rivers  and  Streams 

The  supervision  of  these  free  flowing  waterways  continues  to 
be  the  responsibility  of  the  various  Rivers  Boards  in  your  area. 

It  is  gratifying  to  be  able  to  report  with  regard  to  the  Kinner- 
ton  Gutter,  referred  to  in  my  last  report,  that  work  on  the  cleans- 
ing and  deepening  of  this  watercourse  has  been  commenced  and 
the  primary  cleansing  completed ; unfortunately  due  to  the  exces- 
sive rains  final  cleansing  has  not  been  possible,  but  it  is  hoped 
that  given  favourable  weather  conditions  the  enti>:e  work  of 
cleansing  and  deepening  will  be  completed  in  the  forthcoming 
year. 


Public  Cleansing  Service 

This  essential  service  is  still  afforded  to  the  whole  of  your 
area,  and  has  been  re-organised  so  that  a regular  weekly  collection 
is  provided.  At  the  beginning  of  the  year  there  were  7,356  premises 
receiving  this  service,  which  number  increased  to  7,495. 

During  the  year  the  service  covered  an  estimated  55,907  miles 
and  used  5,149  gallons  petrol  and  1,160  gallons  diesel  oil,  in  the 
collection  and  disposal  of  8,440  tons  of  refuse,  collected  in  4,305 
loads,  at  an  estimated  cost  of  £23,390. 


Using  these  figures  as  the  basis  the  following  costs  are  arrived 


at:  — 


£ 

s 

d. 

Per 

ton  

2 

15 

4/. 

ff 

load  

5 

8 

8 

f7 

mile  

• ••  

8 

4 

ft 

gallon  

3 

14 

1/. 

tf 

house  

3 

2 

5 

per  annum 

ff 

house 

1 

4?4 

per  week 

Collection 

The  beginning  of  the  year  saw  the  inauguration  of  a re- 
organised service,  for  which  you  appointed  a Charge-hand  who 
would  be  responsible  for  the  efficiency  of  the  service  and  the  regu- 
larity of  the  collectioiis. 


II 


This  appointment  has  during  the  year  proved  the  wisdom  of 
your  decision,  as  within  three  months  the  whole  of  your  district 
was  receiving  a regular  weekly  service,  which  was  undoubtedly 
helped  by  the  provision  of  one  of  the  dual-tip  type  vehicles  you 
decided  to  purchase  last  year,  together  with  the  elimination  of 
most  of  the  overtime  which  had  been  previously  necessary. 


You  have  disposed  of  one  of  the  older  type  vehicles  and  the 
Foreman’s  van,  and  added  two  5 cwts.  vans  for  the  use  of  the 
Foreman  and  Charge-hand,  to  your  fleet  of  vehicles,  which  now 
comprises  one  16  x 18  cu.  yrds.  Dual  Tip  Vehicle,  1 x 10  cu.  yrds. 
and  3x7  cu.  yrds.  Side  Loader  vehicles  and  1 x 7 cu.  yrds.  Reserve 
Vehicle. 

Disposal 

Continues  to  be  by  means  of  Controlled  Tipping  at  the  old 
clay  pit  at  Hoole  Bank,  and  loads  are  dealt  with  by  the  Fordson 
Muledozer. 

Personnel 

With  the  beginning  of  the  year  your  personnel  comprised  the 
General  Foreman,  a Charge-hand,  5 Drivers  and  2 Relief  Drivers, 
together  with  19  Collectors  and  2 Relief  Collectors,  also  2 Tip 
Controllers  and  1 Paper  Baler,  but  during  the  year  no  less  than 
10  Drivers  or  Rehef  Drivers,  34  Collectors,  3 Tip  Controllers  and 
1 Baler  have  been  engaged,  and  have  either  left  or  been  dismissed 
because  of  unsuitability,  with  the  result  that  at  the  end  of  the 
year  your  staff  was  at  normal  proportions. 


In  spite  of  all  the  chopping  and  changing  of  the  staff,  collec- 
tions have  been  well  maintained  and  no  serious  complaints  have 
been  received,  a fact  for  which  the  Foreman  and  Charge-hand 
are  to  be  complimented. 

Salvage 

It  has  been  the  continued  practice  to  sort  and  bale  waste 
paper  and  cardboard,  and  regular  disposal  to  merchants  secures 
that  it  is  not  allowed  to  accumulate. 

The  rough  sorting  of  loads  at  the  tip  has  also  continued,  and 
quite  a reasonable  yield  has  resulted  in  spite  of  reductions  in 
prices. 

Your  continuation  of  the  bonus  paid  to  all  engaged  in  the 
Cleansing  Service  on  the  50  per  cent,  basis  of  all  disposals,  is 
greatly  appreciated  by  the  men,  more  particularly  as  this  year 
you  have  paid  these  bonuses  quarterly. 
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The  following  is  a summary  of  the  quantities  disposed  of 
during  1958:  — 


CLASSIFICATION 

T. 

CWTS. 

QRS. 

LBS. 

£ 

s. 

d. 

Waste  Paper  

117 

11 

2 

— 

470 

6 

0 

Textiles  

12 

3 

3 

22 

223 

9 

8 

Ferrous  Metals  

80 

18 

2 

14 

317 

18 

10 

Non-Ferrous  Metals  .... 

6 

17 

2 

24 

574 

10 

6 

Miscellaneous  

2 

2 

— 

3 

73 

12 

1 

Totals  .... 

219 

13 

3 

7 

£1,659 

17 

1 

Shops 

In  view  of  the  Food  Hygiene  Regulations  it  is  appropriate 
that  the  number  of  shops  and  licensed  premises  on  your  register 
should  be  made  known.  There  are  99  Shops  and  30  Licensed 
Premises  in  your  district,  and  I am  pleased  to  report  that  inspec- 
tions have  been  made  where  food  premises  are  concerned,  which 
in  the  main  comply  with  the  regulations ; some  are  perhaps  a 
little  more  backward  than  others  but  these  are  being  brought 
into  line. 

In  no  case  has  it  been  necessary  to  take  action  under  the 
Shops  Acts  relating  to  ventilation,  temperatures,  or  the  provision 
of  sanitary  conveniences. 

There  is  however  one  difficulty  which  is  being  experienced. 
During  spells  of  fine  weather  licensed  premises  which  also  serve 
snacks  find  it  difficult  to  comply  rigidly  with  the  regulations  at 
peak  periods,  particularly  during  week-ends,  when  there  are  rushes 
of  patrons  in  bus  loads  at  a time  ; at  such  times  the  staff,  more 
often  than  not  understaffed,  are  unable  to  cope  effectively  with 
the  rush,  and  furthermore  sanitary  conveniences  are  often  over- 
loaded and  maltreated.  In  such  instances  one  can  only  appeal  to 
the  human  element  to  respect  these  facilities. 

Clean  Air 

As  mentioned  in  my  last  report,  certain  sections  of  the  Clean 
Air  Act,  1956,  came  into  operation  in  July,  1956,  and  the  remain- 
ing sections  became  operable  on  1st  June,  1958. 

I am  sure  I need  not  remind  you  that  your  area  is  mainly 
agricultural  and  residential,  and  smoke  nuisances  are  few  and  far 
between  ; though  there  are  times  when  certain  parts  of  the  area, 
mainly  to  the  north  and  east,  are  affected  by  fumes  created  in 
refining  processes  which  are  outside  your  immediate  jurisdiction. 

It  has  not  been  necessary  to  take  statutory  action  against  any 
one  though  attention  has  been  drawn  in  a few  instances  to  ex- 
cessive emissions. 
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Swimming  Baths  and  Pools 

It  is  still  a fact  that  there  are  no  private  or  publicly  owned 
swimming  baths  or  pools  in  your  area. 

Factories,  Workshops  and  Workplaces 

It  has  always  been  a puzzle  to  me  to  define  satisfactorily  the 
dividing  line  between  the  meaning  of  the  two  last  places,  but  as 
there  are  comparatively  few  such  places  in  total  on  your  register, 
namely  53,  it  perhaps  is  not  so  important  to  arrive  at  a true 
definition. 

Rodent  Control 

As  was  forecast  in  my  last  report  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture, 
Fisheries  and  Food  gave  instructions  that  the  respective  Agricul- 
tural Executive  Committees  were  to  discontinue  the  practice  of 
entering  into  contracts  with  farmers  to  disinfest  their  premises 
as  from  the  1st  April,  1958.  Acting  on  a report  I made  to  you, 
it  was  agreed  to  appoint  another  Rodent  Operative  and  to  provide 
him  with  a 5 cwt.  van : accordingly  the  appointment  was  made 
and  he  assumed  his  duties  on  1st  December,  1958. 

The  following  is  a summary  of  the  year’s  work  as  recorded 


in  my  monthly  reports:  — 

Number  of  visits  made  5,463 

Number  of  premises  visited  5,431 

Number  of  premises  re-visited  32 

Number  of  Contracts  entered  into  19 

Total  yield  of  Contracts  £202 

SECTION  D 

HOUSING 


It  has  always  heen  your  policy  to  meet  the  demands  for 
housing  accommodation  compatible  with  the  economic  circum- 
stances prevailing,  and  during  1958  you  huilt  28  dwellings,  and 
at  the  end  of  the  year  you  had  provided  1,135  dwellings  comprised 


of  : — 

4 Bedroom  Houses  48 

3 Bedroom  Houses  ....  ....  1,025 

2 Bedroom  Houses  6 

3 Bedroom  Flats  4 

2 Bedroom  Flats  ....  ....  22 

1 Bedroom  Flats  12 

— Aged  Persons  Bungalows  18 

1,135 


14 


The  following  summary  of  the  position  of  your  various  pro- 
grammes sets  out  the  position  as  at  31st  December,  1958:  — 


TOTAL  NO. 

NO.  OF 

HOUSES 

NO.  OF 

HOUSES  IN 

NO.  OF 

HOUSES 

OF  HOUSES 

ERECTED  AND 

COURSE  OF 

PROPOSED 

TO  BE 

OCCUPIED 

CONSTRUCTION 

TO  BE 

ERECTED 

AT  31.12.58 

AT  31. 12.58 

ERECTED 

Backford  

....  23 

23 

— 

— 

Barrow  

48 

48 

— 

— 

Capenhurst  

....  22 

22 

— 

— 

Christleton  

....  122 

122 

— 

— 

Dodleston  

35 

• 

35 

— 

— 

Dunham  Hill 

....  56 

56 

— 

— 

Elton  

24 

24 

— 

— 

Gt.  Boughton 

148 

66 

— 

82 

Guilden  Sutton  .. 

42 

34 

— 

8 

Hapsford  

6 

6 

— 

— 

Huntington  

58 

58 

— 

— 

Lea-by-Backford 

....  8 

8 

— 

— 

Lea  Newbold  .... 

....  2 

2 

— 

— 

Littleton  

24 

24 

— 

— 

Little  Stanney  ... 

6 

6 

— 

— 

Lower  Kinnerton 

....  10 

10 

— 

— 

Mickle  Trafford  .. 

42 

42 

— 

— 

Mollington  

10 

10 

— 

— 

Pulford  

8 

8 

— 

— 

Saugball  

256 

234 

10 

12 

Shotwick  

2 

2 

— 

— 

Stoak  

25 

25 

— 

— 

Tbornton  

22 

22 

— 

— 

Upton-by-Chester 

....  355 

230 

31 

94 

Wimbolds  Trafford  ....  14 

14 

— 

— 

Woodbank  

4 

4 

— 

— 

1372 

1135 

41 

196 

It  should  be  noted  that  the  figure  for  Upton-by-Chester  in- 
cludes the  proposed  lav-out  of  80  dwellings  for  the  Plas  Newton 
scheme. 

I am  indebted  to  your  Architect,  Mr.  T.  C.  R.  Eaton,  for  the 
above  statistical  information. 
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During  the  year  representations  were  made  in  respect  of  35 
houses  included  in  your  4 years  Clearance  programme  for  action 
under  Sections  16  and  26  of  the  Housing  Act,  1957,  and  17  houses 
were  dealt  with  under  Section  9,  8 by  statutory  notices  and  9 by 


preliminary  notices. 

Inspection  of  dwelling-houses  during  the  year 

1.  (1)  (a)  Total  number  of  dwelling-houses  inspected  for 

defects  (under  Public  Health  or  Housing  Acts)  546 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  ....  1286 

(2)  (a)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (including  under 

sub-head  1 above  which  were  inspected  and 
recorded  under  the  Housing  Consolidated  Regu- 
lations, 1925  (Rural  Housing  Survey)  Nil 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  ....  Nil 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  found  to  be  in  a 
state  so  dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to 

be  unfit  for  human  habitation  25 


(4)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (exclusive  of  those 
referred  to  under  the  preceding  sub-head) 
found  not  to  be  in  all  respects  reasonably  fit 
for  human  habitation  108 

2.  Remedy  of  defects  during  the  year  without  service  of 


Formal  Notices:  — 

Number  of  defective  dwelling-houses  rendered  fit  in 
consequence  of  informal  action  by  the  local  authority 
or  their  officers  !.  108 

Action  under  Statutory  Powers  during  the  year:  — 

(a)  Proceedings  under  Sections  9,  16  and  42  of  the 

Housing  Act,  1957  26 

Rent  Act,  1957  (Disrepair)  13 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of 
which  notices  were  served  requiring  repairs 

(a)  By  owners  1 

(b)  By  local  authority  in  default  of  owners  Nil 


(b)  Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts:  — 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of 
which  notices  were  served  requiring  defects 

to  be  remedied  Nil 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  which  defects 

were  remedied  after  service  of  Formal 
Notices : — 

(a)  By  owners  Nil 

(b)  By  local  authorities  in  default  of  owners  Nil 
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Rent  Act,  1957 

Twelve  applications  for  certificates  of  disrepair  were  received: 
of  these  applications  six  Landlords’  or  Agents’  undertakings  were 
accepted  and  six  certificates  of  disrepair  issued.  Three  applications 
for  cancellation  of  disrepair  certificates  were  received  and  agreed 
to. 


SECTION  E 

INSPEC'nON  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD 


Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1955 

Milk  (Special  Designations)  Regulations 

The  following  licences  were  issued  during  1958:  — 

Registered  Dairies  10 

Distributors  ....  ....  18 

Dealers’  Licences  (Pasteurised  and  Sterilised)  19 

Dealers’  Licences  (Tub.  Tested)  14 

Dealers’  Licences  Supplementary 

(Pasteurised  and  Sterilised)  7 

Dealers’  Supplementary  (Tub.  Tested)  4 

72 


Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1955,  Section  16 
Ice  Cream 

Most  of  the  Ice  Cream  sold  in  your  area  is  pre-packed  and 
manufactured  by  wholesalers  of  repute. 

Certificates  of  registration  of  premises  for  the  sale  and  storage 
of  this  commodity  have  been  issued  in  53  cases. 

Food  Hygiene  Regulations,  1955 

As  the  result  of  informal  action  by  your  staff  these  regulations 
have  been  implemented  in  many  of  the  food  shops  in  your  dis- 
trict whilst  some  shops  have  been  improved  voluntarily. 


Prepared  Foods 

Tbe  premises  and  persons  licensed  for  the  manufacture  of 
prepared  foods  intended  for  sale,  of  which  there  are  13,  are  visited 
at  irregular  intervals  by  your  staff. 

A comparatively  new  feature  of  prepared  foods  which  has 
commenced  in  your  district,  and  for  which  there  is  at  present  no 
effective  legislation,  is  the  preparation  of  Poultry  (Broiler  system) 
in  quantity. 
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There  are  three  such  businesses  established,  which  have  been 
informally  visited,  two  of  which  operate  on  a fairly  large  scale 
and  are  quite  satisfactorily  conducted,  whilst  the  third  is  quite 
small  at  present,  but  is  capable  of  development.  This  latter,  as 
the  result  of  informal  action,  has  considerably  improved  the 
premises  and  conditions  of  preparation. 

It  may  be  that  legislation  will  be  made  requiring  the  registra- 
tion of  such  persons  and  premises,  and  standards  of  hygiene 
outlined. 

Meat  Inspection 

The  Slaughterhouses  Act,  1958,  which  became  operative  on  1st 
August,  1958,  has  been  described  as  one  of  the  most  complicated 
pieces  of  legislation  that  local  government  will  have  to  administer. 
Notable  omissions  from  this  legislation  are  the  control  of  hours 
of  slaughter  and  Sunday  slaughter.  The  success  or  otherwise  of 
the  Act  will  rest  with  local  authorities  and  the  public  health 
inspectorate,  on  whom  the  main  burden  will  fall. 

There  are  still  5 slaughterhouses  regularly  operating  in  your 
district  and  the  following  is  a summary  of  the  animals  slaughtered 
and  inspected  during  the  year  under  review : — 


MEAT  INSPECTION  BEASTS 

CALVES 

SHEEP 

AND 

LAMBS 

PIGS 

TOTAL 

Number  slaughtered  

907 

98 

3,727 

4,577 

9,309 

Number  inspected  

907 

98 

3,727 

4,577 

9,309 

All  diseases  except  Tuber- 
culosis : — 

Whole  carcase  condemned 

3 

10 

11 

24 

Carcases  of  which  part  or 

organ  was  condemned 

328 

— 

419 

741 

1,488 

Percentage  of  the  number 
inspected  affected  with 

disease  other  than  Tuber- 
culosis   

36.1% 

3.06%  11.5% 

16.4% 

Tuberculosis  only:  — 

Whole  carcases  condemned 

1 

— 

— 

3 

Carcases  of  which  part  or 

organ  was  condemned 

131 

— 

— 

116 

Percentage  of  the  number 
inspected,  affected  with 
Tuberculosis  

14.5% 

2.6% 

Meat — Total  weight  condemned:  4 tons,  5 cwts.,  2 qtrs.,  17  lbs. 
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List  of  Samples  for  analysis  obtained  in  the  Chester  Rural  District 
during  the  year  ended  31st  December,  1958:  — 


NUMBER 

NUMBER  ADULTERATED 

OR  NOT  UP  TO  THE 

RECOGNISED  STANDARD 

NAME  OF  SAMPLE 

OBTAINED 

OF  QUALITY 

Boracic  Ointment  

1 

— 

Butter  

1 

— 

Cheshire  Cheese  

1 

— 

Coffee  and  Chickory  Essence 

1 

— 

Epsom  Salts  

1 

— 

Fish  Paste — Salmon  

1 

— 

Flour — Self  Raising  

1 

— 

Flour  Plain  

1 

— 

Ginger — Ground  

1 

— 

Jam — Raspberry  

1 

— 

Jellies — ^Table,  Raspberry 

1 

— 

Lemon  Curd  

1 

— 

Luncheon  Meat — 

Pork,  Tinned  

1 



Margarine  

1 

— 

Meat  Paste  

2 

— 

Milk  

35 

2 

Milk — Condensed 

Full  Cream  Unsweetened 

1 



Pepper — White  

2 

— 

Rum  

1 

— 

Sauce  

2 

— 

Sponge  Mixture  

1 

— 

Sweets  

1 

— 

Vinegar — Malt  

3 

— 

Whisky  

2 

— 

Zinc  Ointment  

1 

— 

65 

2 

Particulars  of  Samples  not  up  to  Standard:  — 

NO.  SAMPLE  RESULT  OF  ANALYSIS 

1.  Milk  Abnormal  but  genuine  milk 
deficient  in  solids  not  fat  to 
the  extent  of  2.3  per  cent. 


REMARKS 

Retail.  No  action 
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2.  Milk  Sub  standard  but  genuine  Retail.  No  action 
milk  deficient  in  solids  not 
fat  to  the  extent  of  2.3  per 
cent. 

Public  Health  Matters 

It  is  of  interest  to  record  that  in  addition  to  the  foregoing 
matters  there  are  a number  of  ‘Nuisances’  which  have  to  be 
investigated  and  dealt  with.  To  enumerate  them  would  be  too 
lengthy,  as  most  of  such  nuisances  are  successfully  dealt  with 
before  even  reaching  the  ’report’  stage : but  it  may  be  of  interest 
to  recall  that  the  following  were  the  subject  of  report  to  you,  and 
were  successfully  dealt  with  without  having  recourse  to  statutory 


action,  except  in  one  instance:  — 

Filthy  premises  1 

Private  tips  3 

Defective  drains  54 

Ditch  pollution  18 

Sanitary  accommodation  7 

Offensive  conditions  5 


It  is  also  one  of  the  department’s  duties  to  make  inquiries 
in  cases  of  notifiable  infectious  diseases  exclusive  of  Tuberculosis  ; 
and  during  the  year  35  cases  were  inquired  into  comprising:  — 

Scarlet  Fever  25 


Meningitis  1 

Food  Poisoning  5 

Poliomyelitis  3 

Para-typhoid  1 


A further  matter  of  interest  is  that  a case  of  Undulant  Fever 
was  reported  and  that  milk  was  the  suspected  source.  In  conjunc- 
tion with  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture,  Fisheries  and  Food,  the 
herd  was  inspected  and  69  individual  samples  taken  and  submitted 
for  bacteriological  examination,  resulting  in  66  being  clear  and 
3 showing  positive  brucella  abortus  on  the  ring  test ; further 
samples  were  taken  from  these  3 animals  and  submitted  for  bac- 
teriological examination,  resulting  in  2 proving  negative  and  one 
positive  to  culture,  with  the  result  that  the  animal  affected  was 
taken  out  of  the  herd. 

Such  cases  require  a large  number  of  visits  involving  much 
time  and  considerable  patience  on  the  part  of  the  inspector  con- 
cerned, a fact  which  is  not  always  readily  appreciated. 
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SECTION  F 

PREVALENCE  OF,  AND  CONTROL  OVER, 
INFECTIOUS  AND  OTHER  DISEASES 
Notifiable  Diseases  (other  than  Tuberculosis)  during  the  year  1958 

Pneumonia  

Food  Poisoning  

Scarlet  Fever  

Measles  

Whooping  Cough  

Dysentery  

Meningococcal  septicaemia 
and  meningitis  

Poliomyelitis  

Para-typhoid  


TUBERCULOSIS 

New  Cases  and  Mortality  during  the  year  1958 


NEW  CASES  DEATHS 

Age  Non  • Non 

Periods  Respiratory  Respiratory  Total  Respiratory  Respiratory  Total 


M 

F 

M 

F 

M&F 

M 

F 

M F M& 

0-1 

1-5 

5-15 

— 

2 

1 

— 

3 

— 

— 



15-25 

25-35 

1 

1 

— 

— 

2 

2 

— 

— — 2 

35-45 

— 

3 

— 

— 

3 

— 

1 

— — 1 

45-55 

2 

3 

— 

— 

5 

1 

— 

— — 1 

55-65 

3 

— 

— 

— 

3 

1 

— 

1 

65  & upwards 
Age  unknown 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 



6 

9 ' 

1 

1 

17 

4 

1 

— — 5 

TOTAL  CASES  CASES  ADMITTED 
NOTIFIED  TO  HOSPITAL  DEATHS 

7 — — 

3 — — 

25  — — 

173  — — 

25  — — 

1 — — 

1 1 — 

3 3 — 

239  4 — 
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FACTORIES  ACTS,  1937  and  1948 
Inspection  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health 

Number  of 

Number  on  Written  Occupiers 

Premises  Register  Inspections  Notices  Prosecuted 

(1)  Factories  in  which 
Sections  1,  2,  3,  4 
and  6 are  to  be 
enforced  by  Local 

Authority  15  98  — — 

(2)  Factories  not  in- 
cluded in  (1)  in 
which  Section  7 is 
enforced  by  the 

Local  Authority  63  42  — — 

(3)  Other  Premises  in 
which  Section  7 is 
enforced  by  the 
Local  Authority 
(excluding  out- 


workers’  premises) 

74 

62 

— 

— 

Totals  .... 

152 

202 

— 

— 

Cases  in  which  defects  were 

found 

Particulars 

Found 

Referred 

To  H.M.  By  H.M. 
Remedied  Inspec-  Inspec- 
tor tor 

No.  of 
cases  in 
■which 
prosecu- 
tions 
were 
Insti- 
tuted 

Want  of  Cleanliness  (S.l) 

9 

9 

— — 

— 

Unreasonable  temperature 

(S.3) 

— 

— 



— 

Inadequate  ventilation  (S.4) 

— 

— 

— — 

— 

Ineffective  drainage  of  floors 

(S.6) 

— 

— 



— 

Sanitary  Conveniences  (S.7) 

— 

— 

— — 

— 

(a)  insufficient  

1 

1 

— 1 

— 

(b)  Unsuitable  or  defective 

— 

— 

— — 

— 

(c)  not  separate  for  sexes 

— 

— 

— — 

— 

Other  offences  against  the 
Act  

Total  ....  10  10  — 1 
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PART  VIII  of  the  Act  — OUTWORK 
(Sections  110  and  111) 


NATURE  OF  WORK 

Wearing  apparel  (Making,  etc.) 
Washing  


NUMBER  OF  OUT- 
WORKERS IN  AUG. 
LIST  REQUIRED  BY 
SECTION  1 10  (1)  (c) 

Cleaning  and 
Nil 
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ANNUAL  REPORT  ON  HEALTH  SERVICES  OF 
SOUTH-WEST  CHESHIRE  DIVISION  FOR  THE 

YEAR  1958 


Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  pleasure  in  submitting  the  Annual  Report  on  the  work 
of  the  Divisional  Health  Committee  for  the  year  1958. 

The  Division  includes  the  Borough  of  Ellesmere  Port  and  the 
Rural  Districts  of  Chester  and  Tarvin.  The  total  population  at 
1st  April,  according  to  the  Registrar  General’s  latest  figures  (mid 
1957)  is  80,030,  and  the  area  is  115,414  acres. 

Poliomyelitis  Vaccination  again  occupied  much  of  the  time 
of  the  staff.  In  the  autumn  the  Government  extended  the  scheme 
so  as  to  include  a third  inoculation  to  complete  the  individual 
vaccination  and  also  extended  the  age  group  to  all  young  adults 
between  the  ages  of  15  and  25. 

Vaccination  figures  against  smallpox  show  a sharp  rise,  especi- 
ally in  the  Ellesmere  Port  area.  This  started  in  the  spring  when 
two  cases  of  smallpox  occurred  in  the  neighbouring  Borough  of 
Bebington.  Apart  from  considerable  pubUc  alarm  locally  a great 
number  of  residents  of  Ellesmere  Port  who  worked  in  or  had 
visited  Bebington  were  indirect  contacts.  There  was  much  activity 
by  members  of  the  health  staff  in  tracing  suspected  contacts  and 
arranging  for  extra  Vaccination  Sessions. 

In  the  autumn  the  Divisional  Health  Gommittee  were  actively 
associated  with  the  Government  publicity  drive  in  relation  to 
Accidents  in  the  Home.  The  month  of  November  was  devoted  to 
intense  propaganda  to  make  the  public  fully  aware  of  the  accident 
dangers  that  lurk  in  the  home  and  especially  the  risks  from  burns 
and  scalds. 

Increased  attention  was  focussed  during  the  year  on  the  vari- 
ous services  available  for  handicapped  persons.  These  include  not 
only  the  aged  and  infirm  but  also  younger  persons  disabled  either 
physically  or  mentally.  Already  extensive  services,  apart  from 
those  provided  for  the  Blind  and  Deaf,  are  available  from  County 
Council  resources.  These  include  Home  Nursing,  Domestic  Help, 
Loan  of  Nursing  equipment.  Foul  Laundry  collection.  Occupation 
Centres,  etc.  There  are  also  various  forms  of  aid  operated  by 
such  organisations  as  the  W.V.S.,  e.g.,  Meals  on  Wheels. 

In  other  directions,  the  Ambulance  Service  showed  increased 
activity  with  greater  number  of  patients  carried  and  increased 
mileage,  whilst  there  was  greater  demand  also  for  domestic  helps. 
There  was  a reduction  in  the  sales  of  Ministry  of  Health  Welfare 
Foods. 
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The  clerical  staff  had  another  difficult  year  in  trying  to  keep 
abreast  with  the  widening  scope  of  the  services  operated  by  the 
Division.  The  administrative  arrangements  were,  however,  suc- 
ccesfully  maintained  with  the  help  of  a temporary  additional 
clerk. 

There  was  a marked  reduction  in  the  number  of  Measles  and 
Whooping  Cough  cases  notified,  in  comparison  with  the  previous 
year.  Other  Infectious  Diseases  showed  very  little  variation  either 
way. 

I would  like  once  again  to  express  my  appreciation  of  the 
valuable  services  rendered  by  the  various  Voluntary  Helpers  at 
Clinics  and  Welfare  Food  Centres  throughout  the  Division. 

I am. 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

WALTER  J.  BIRCHALL,  m.b.,  m.r.c.s.,  d.p.h. 


CHESHIRE  COUNTY  COUNCIL 
SOUTH-WEST  CHESHIRE  DIVISIONAL  HEALTH 

COMMITTEIE 

Report  for  Year  ended  31st  December,  1958 


N.H.S.  Act,  1946  (Sec.  22) — Care  of  Mothers  and  Young  Children 


A — Mothers’  Clinics : 

NEW 

TOTAL 

CASES 

ATTENDANCES 

Ante-Natal  

307 

2245 

Post-Natal  

117 

141 

Dental: 

Pre-Natal  

■ — 

— 

Nursing  Mothers  

— 

— 

Dentures  Supplied  

— 

— 

B — Young  Children’s  Clinics: 

NEW 

TOTAL 

CASES 

ATTENDANCES 

(1)  Infant  Welfare — 

To  1 year  

943 

9380 

1 — 2 years  

— 

1835 

2 — 5 years  

— 

1700 

(2)  Specialist — 

Ophthalmic  

27 

57 

Dental  Treatment  (under  5)  .... 

119 

145 

E.N.T.  (under  5)  

17 

20 

27 


DAILY 

(3)  Day  Nurseries — 

AVERAGE  NO. 

ATTEND- 

TOTAL 

ING 

ATTENDANCES 

Aged  0 — 2 years  

16 

3991 

2 — 5 years  

28 

6816 

Details  of  figures  (where  they  relate  to 
given  hereunder:  — 

more  than  one  Clinic) 

Eye  Clinics — 

NEW 

TOTAL 

CASES 

ATTENDANCES 

Hoole  

4 

5 

Ellesmere  Port  

23 

52 

Totals  

Number  of  children  under  five  for 
whom  spectacles  were  prescribed 
Number  of  cases  recommended 
for  hospital  treatment  

27 

57 

NEW 


Welfare  Centres — 

CASES 

0-1 

TOTAL 

0-1 

ATTENDANCES 

1-2  2-5 

Barrow  

10 

119 

72 

130 

Christleton  

58 

415 

74 

99 

Ellesmere  Port 

323 

2990 

315 

241 

Farndon  

14 

172 

85 

140 

Huntington  

33 

203 

115 

105 

Ince  

14 

120 

30 

36 

Kelsall  

37 

439 

250 

140 

Little  Sutton  

167 

1923 

233 

205 

Malpas  

26 

226 

80 

99 

Overpool  

74 

676 

22 

8 

Saughall  

45 

436 

98 

126 

Tarvin  

21 

306 

132 

134 

Tattenhall  

25 

219 

95 

40 

Upton  

96 

1136 

234 

197 

943 

9380 

1835 

1700 

WELFARE  CENTRES 

Ellesmere  Port — A new  refrigerator  costing  £60.  2s.  Id.  was 
purchased  for  the  storage  of  Poliomyelitis  Vaccine,  and  a re-con- 
ditioned typewriter  was  purchased  at  a cost  of  £16. 

Malpas — Two  scales  costing  £9.  1 8s.  3d.  were  purchased.  This 
Clinic  was  transferred  from  the  Parish  Hall  to  the  Victoria  Jubilee 
Hall  in  April,  and  the  Clinics  are  now  held  on  the  1st,  3rd  and 
5th  Friday  afternoon  in  each  month. 
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Kelsall — The  rental  for  the  hire  of  the  Hall  was  increased 
from  17/6d.  to  £1.  per  Clinic,  as  from  the  1st  October. 

Ince — Owing  to  reduced  attendances  at  this  Clinic  it  was 
decided  to  reduce  the  Clinic  sessions  to  once  per  month.  An 
unlawful  entry  to  the  Parish  Hall,  Ince,  and  the  loss  of  Medical 
Equipment  to  the  value  of  16/6d.  was  reported. 

Upton— A cupboard  for  the  storage  of  Welfare  Foods  was 
purchased  from  Wrcnbury  Hall  Industries  at  a cost  of  £19.  12s.  6d. 

Great  Boughton— It  was  reported  that  persons  unknown  had 
been  dumping  rubbish  on  the  site  of  the  proposed  Clinic  at  Great 
Boughton,  and  a notice  prohibiting  the  dumping  of  rubbish  was 
erected. 

7 

WELFARE  FOODS  (MINISTRY) 

The  distribution  of  Welfare  Foods  continued  satisfactorily, 
largely  owing  to  the  splendid  co-operation  of  the  voluntary  per- 
sons and  members  of  the  W.V.S.,  who  have  been  most  helpful. 

The  distribution  and  storage  of  Welfare  Foods  at  S.  A.  Salt 

6 Co’s,  premises,  Malpas,  terminated  on  the  31st  March,  and  was 
transferred  to  the  Welfare  Centre,  the  Jubilee  Hall,  Malpas. 

The  Distribution  Point  at  Threapwood  closed  at  the  end  of 
November. 

The  following  is  a summary  of  the  number  of  articles  issued 
during  the  year : — 

NATIONAL  COD 

DRIED  MILK  LIVER  OIL  a/d  TABLETS  ORANGE  JUICE 

20,858  4,153  2,310  23,894 

The  above  figures  show  a marked  decrease  in  the  issues  of 
National  Dried  Milk  and  Orange  Juice,  26,459  tins  of  National 
Dried  Milk  and  36,732  bottles  of  Orange  Juice  were  issued  last 
year. 

Day  Nursery,  Ellesmere  Port 

Attendances  during  the  year  were  much  the  same  as  for  the 
previous  year,  maintaining  an  average  of  44  per  day.  The  Nursery 
is  classified  as  a 50  place  Day  Nursery.  During  the  March  quarter 
the  attendances  were  again  low,  only  maintaining  an  average  of 
38  per  day,  the  reason  for  absences  being  bronchitis,  colds,  tonsil- 
itis,  and  the  lack  of  seasonal  employment  for  the  mothers.  The 
June  quarter  showed  a great  improvement  in  attendances,  averag- 
ing 51  per  day.  This  good  attendance  was  maintained  through 
July  and  August,  but  dropped  to  35 — 40  per  day  during  Septem- 
ber owing  to  measles  and  gastro  enteritis.  13  children  had  measles, 

7 children  had  gastro  enteritis.  Attendances  again  improved  dur- 
ing October  and  November,  averaging  48  per  day,  but  during 
December  dropped  to  35  per  day,  absences  being  owing  to  coughs, 
colds  and  other  respiratory  ailments. 
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Apart  from  the  outbreaks  of  measles  and  gastro  enteritis  in 
September,  the  general  health  of  the  children  has  been  quite 
good. 

The  Staff  do  not  seem  to  have  fared  so  well  as  the  children, 
for  more  or  less  throughout  the  year,  one  member  or  another  of 
the  Staff  has  been  absent  owing  to  sickness.  11  members  of  the 
Staff  have  had  absences  owing  to  sickness  during  the  year. 

The  annual  Sale  of  Work  was  again  organised  by  the  Matron 
and  the  Staff,  and  was  opened  by  the  Mayor  of  Ellesmere  Port. 
The  proceeds  of  the  Sale  of  Work  helped  to  provide  additional 
toys,  and  enabled  the  Matron  to  hold  a successful  and  most  en- 
joyable Christmas  Party  for  the  children.  Mr.  Maxwell,  the 
handyman,  kindly  undertook  the  duties  of  Father  Christmas  at 
the  children’s  party,  much  to  the  enjoyment  of  the  children, 
and  Mr.  Maxwell.  Each  child  received  a present  from  Father 
Christmas. 

The  Day  Nursery  was  closed  for  the  annual  fortnight’s  holi- 
day, 28th  July  to  9th  August. 

At  the  close  of  the  year  there  were  58  children  on  the  register, 
of  whom  21  were  priority  cases.  There  were  93  non-priority  child- 
ren on  the  waiting  list. 

During  the  year  two  Nursery  Assistants  resigned  and  one 
Nursery  Assistant  retired  and  suitable  replacements  were  made. 
One  Nursery  Student  gained  her  N.N.E.B.  certificate,  and  re- 
mained at  the  Nursery  as  a Nursery  Assistant. 

The  charge  for  admission  for  non-priority  children  (both 
parents  working)  was  increased  from  4/6d.  to  5/-  per  day  per 
child  as  from  the  1st  April. 

Costs 

A comparative  Statement  on  the  costs  of  the  Day  Nursery 
for  the  year  ended  31st  March,  1958,  was  received  from  the  County 
Treasurer,  and  the  daily  cost  per  child  during  the  year  was  as 
follows ; — 

1956/57:  13/03/d.  1957/58:  12/5d. 

Average  cost  throughout  the  County  was:  — 

1956/57:  12/734d.  1957/58:  13/53/d. 

MID  WIVES 

Number  of  Births  (adjusted  for  inward  and  outward  transfers) 
— 1,523  (including  33  stillbirths). 

MIDWIFERY  AND  HOME  NURSING 

Famdon — Repairs  were  carried  out  to  the  District  Nurse’s  car 
at  a cost  of  £54. 

Mouldsworth — Interior  decoration  was  carried  out  at  a cost 
of  £95. 
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Saughall — Part  interior  decoration  was  carried  out  at  a cost 
of  £52. 

Tarvin — Interior  decoration  was  carried  out  at  a cost  of  £107 
and  furnishing  replacements  were  approved  by  the  Committee  at 
an  estimated  cost  of  £100. 

Tattenhall — Part  interior  decoration  was  carried  out  at  a cost 
of  £64,  and  a living  room  carpet  was  purchased  at  a cost  of 
£24.  17s.  6d. 

The  District  Nurse,  Miss  M.  U.  Burke,  resigned  on  the  31st 
August,  and  was  replaced  by  Miss  Simpson,  who  commenced  duty 
on  the  27th  November. 

Tilston — Miss  Priest,  the  District  Nurse,  retired  on  the  30th 
November. 


CONVALESCENCE 

The  sum  of  £155  was  allocated  for  the  year  ending  31st 
March,  1959,  for  Convalescent  treatment. 

Three  cases  were  sent  for  convalescence  at  a cost  to  the  County 
Council  of  £37.  4s.  Od. 

One  case  for  10  days,  the  other  two  cases  for  14  days  each. 

CHILD  WELFARE  CONFERENCE 

Mrs.  K.  C.  Kershaw  represented  the  Committee  at  the  National 
Association  for  Maternal  and  Child  Welfare  Conference,  held  in 
Glasgow  from  the  25th  to  27th  June,  and  on  her  return  gave  an 
excellent  and  most  interesting  report  to  the  Committee. 

VACCINATION  AND  IMMUNISATION 

Total  fees  paid  for  the  period  1.1.58—31.12.58  amounted  to 
£1,264.  7s.  Od. 

Statistics  are  as  stated  below:  — 

A.  VACCINATION 

(1)  Primary  Vaccination — 

(a)  Pre-School  Children  

(b)  School  Children  

(c)  Adults  

Total  .... 


(2)  Re- Vaccination — 

(a)  Pre-School  Children  

(b)  School  Children  

(c)  Adults  

Total  .... 


MALES  FEMALES  TOTAL 

603  583  1186 
158  174  332 
72  178  250 


833  935  1768 


3 6 9 

56  60  116 

144  236  380 


203  302  505 
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B.  DIPHTHERIA  IMMUNISATION 
Incomplete — 


(a)  Pre-School  Children  

274 

265 

539 

(b)  School  Children  

2 

1 

3 

Total  .... 

276 

266 

542 

Completed — 

(a)  Pre-School  Children  

407 

424 

831 

(b)  School  Children  

11 

13 

24 

Total  .... 

418 

437 

855 

Re-Immimised — 

All  Children  

61 

75 

136 

WHOOPING  COUGH  IMMUNISATION 

(a)  Pre-School  Children  

603 

629 

1232 

(b)  School  Children  

11 

11 

22 

Total  .... 

614 

640 

1254 

These  figures  are  not  final  as  records  are  still  being  received 
for  services  performed  during  1958. 

The  fees  paid  to  Doctors  for  Vaccination  and  Immunisation 
are  slightly  more  than  double  the  amount  for  the  previous  year 
(1957 — £600.  17s.  6d.).  The  reason  for  the  increase  being  that 
prior  to  1958  Doctors  did  not  carry  out  Poliomyelitis  Vaccination 
at  their  Surgeries,  all  vaccinations  being  carried  our  at  the  Wel- 
fare Centres.  Also  the  number  of  clinics  for  vaccination  against 
Poliomyelitis  was  much  greater  than  previous  years. 

In  addition,  owing  to  the  outbreak  of  smallpox  in  the  Bebing- 
ton  area  early  in  the  year,  many  more  children  were  vaccinated 
against  smallpox. 

VACCINATION  AGAINST  POLIOMYELITIS 

The  scheme  for  vaccination  against  Poliomyelitis  continued 
throughout  the  year.  At  the  beginning  of  the  year  there  were 
2,835  children  on  the  register  awaiting  vaccination.  Towards  the 
close  of  1957  the  Ministry  extended  the  scheme  to  include  child- 
ren up  to  the  age  of  15,  expectant  mothers.  Medical  Practitioners 
and  their  families,  and  Ambulance  personnel  and  their  families. 
As  a result  a further  4,500  registrations  were  received  during  the 
first  two  months  of  the  year.  Registrations  continued  to  be  re- 
ceived throughout  the  year. 

Commencing  in  January,  parents  could,  if  they  so  desired, 
elect  to  have  their  children  vaccinated  against  Poliomyelitis  by 
their  own  family  doctor  at  his  surgery.  Only  about  7^%  to  10% 
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of  the  children  vaccinated  during  the  year  have  been  vaccinated 
by  the  child’s  fami^  doctor,  the  remainder  being  vaccinated  at 
one  of  the  Welfare  Clinics  or  at  school. 


In  August  the  Ministry  further  extended  the  scheme  to  in- 
clude young  persons  up  to  the  age  of  25,  and  also  recommended 
that  the  number  of  injections  given  be  extended  to  three,  the 
interval  between  the  2nd  and  3rd  injections  to  be  not  less  than 
seven  months.  Not  many  registrations  have  been  received  from 
persons  between  the  age  of  15  and  25. 


The  following  is  a summary  of  the  vaccinations  carried  out 
during  the  year:  — 

No.  of  persons  (all  groups)  given  1st  and  2nd  injection  8734 

No.  of  persons  (all  groups)  given  2nd  injection  (having 

had  1st  injection  the  previous  year)  ! 450 

No.  of  persons  (all  groups)  given  1st  injection  only  ....  538 

No.  of  persons  (all  groups)  given  3rd  injection  3700 


No.  of  persons  (all 
(31.12.1958)  .... 


groups)  awaiting  vaccination 
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The  vaccinations  were  carried  out  at  the  following  Centres:  — 
Ellesmere  Port,  Little  Sutton,  Upton,  Hoole,  Chester,  Huntington, 
Kelsall  Tarvin,  Tattenhall,  Malpas,  Farndon,  Saughall  Christle- 
ton,  Ince,  Barrow,  Tarporley  and  Mickle  Trafford. 


B.C.G.  VACCINATION 

The  scheme  for  the  B.C.G.  Vaccination  of  school  children 
between  their  13th  and  14th  birthdays  continued  throughout  he 
year. 

The  following  is  a summary  of  the  work  carried  out:  — 

No.  of  Consent  forms  issued  648 

No.  of  Children  for  whom  Consent  forms  were 

returned  501 

No.  of  Children  tested  by  Mantoux  Test  482 

No.  of  Children  positive  to  Mantoux  Test  103 

No.  of  Children  vaccinated  with  B.C.G 356 


No.  of  Children  given  8 weeks  follow  up  Mantoux 
Test  ....  

No.  of  Children  positive  8 weeks  follow  up  Mantoux 
Test  

No.  of  Children  given  12  months  follow  up  Mantoux 
Test  

No.  of  Children  positive  to  12  months  follow  up 
Mantoux  Test  


226 

226 

179 

175 
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INFECTIOUS  DISEASES  NOTIFIED,  1958 
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AMBULANCE  SERVICE 

The  total  mileage  performed  by  the  vehicles  of  the  Divisional 
Ambulance  Service  was  10,000  miles  higher  than  the  previous 
year.  The  number  of  patients  transported  showed  an  increase  of 
200  over  the  previous  year. 

A new  Dennis  Ambulance  was  received  during  the  year,  re- 
placing the  Humber  Ambulance  which  was  extensively  damaged 
in  an  accident. 

An  additional  Midget  Head  was  purchased  for  the  Stephen- 
son Minuteman  Resuscitator  at  a cost  of  £30. 

The  Committee  approved  the  arrangements  for  the  mainten- 
ance of  the  grounds  at  the  Ambulance  Depot  by  the  Ellesmere 
Port  Borough  Council. 

All  vehicles  are  regularly  serviced  and  maintained,  and  re- 
pairs are  carried  out  by  our  own  staflE  at  the  Ambulance  Depot. 

The  Ambulance  Service  was  involved  in  three  road  accidents 
during  the  year,  in  two  cases  the  drivers  were  not  considered 
blameworthy,  in  the  remaining  case  it  was  considered  that  the 
driver  made  an  error  of  judgement  and  was  blameworthy. 

Thirteen  members  of  the  Ambulance  Service  received  awards 
from  the  Royal  Society  for  the  Prevention  of  Accidents  for  safe 
driving  during  1957. 


No.  of 

Total  No. 
of 

Total  No. 
Patients 

No.  of 

Accident  and 
Emergency 
Journeys 
included  in 

Total 

Vehicles 

Journeys 

carried 

Column  3 

Mileage 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

A. 

Directly  Provided — 
Ambulances  3 

1,857 

5,192 

587 

40,867 

Cars  4 

2,910 

11,022 

286 

108,355 

B. 

By  Agency — 

Ambulances  5 

4,494 

3,494 

266 

18,186 

Cars  — 

— 

— 

— 

— 

(Chester  City  Amb.) 
Ambulances  — 

4 

4 

_ 

73 

C. 

Supplementary — 

W.V.S.  Taxi/Cars  — 

153 

153 

3,418 

A comparative  Statement 

on  the 

costs 

of  the  Ambulance 

Service  for  the  year  ended  31st  March,  1958,  was  received  from  the 
County  Treasurer,  and  the  cost  per  mile  was  2/4J/^d.  per  mile. 
The  average  cost  throughout  the  County  was  2/8^d.  per  mile. 

The  personnel  establishment  of  the  Ambulance  Service  is  as 
follows : — 

1 Supervisor. 

1 Senior  Driver. 

13  Driver  Attendants. 

1 Driver  Mechanic. 

1 Female  Cleaner  (part-time). 
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DOMESTIC  HELP  SERVICE 


The  demand  for  the  Domestic  Help  Service  again  shows  an 
increase,  135  cases  were  attended  during  the  year,  an  increase  of 
15  over  the  previous  year.  Similarly  the  number  of  cases  of 
continued  need  at  the  end  of  the  year  shows  an  increase  of  8 cases 
over  the  previous  year.  The  majority  of  the  persons  requiring 
domestic  help  are  aged  persons  who  by  reason  of  their  age,  infir- 
mity, or  ill-health,  require  a little  assistance  each  day,  or  in  some 
cases  once,  twice  or  three  times  per  week.  The  number  of  hours 
supplied  varies  in  accordance  with  the  need  of  each  case.  In 
many  cases  the  need  for  domestic  help  is  a permanent  one,  gener- 
ally for  the  remainder  of  the  patient’s  life.  In  other  cases  the 
need  is  a temporary  one  ; the  patient  waiting  to  be  admitted  to 
hospital  or  to  one  of  the  County  Council  Residential  homes  for 
the  aged. 

The  department  works  in  close  co-operation  with  the  Hos- 
pitals and  the  County  Welfare  Department  in  this  connection 
and,  whenever  possible,  everything  is  done  to  assist  the  aged, 
infirm,  and  those  in  ill-health.  Every  effort  is  made  in  conjunc- 
tion with  the  Health  Visitors,  to  keep  the  costs  down  to  a minimum 
without  impairing  the  efficiency  of  the  service. 

A Domestic  Help  supervisor  was  appointed  by  the  Couijty 
Health  Committee  to  supervise  the  Domestic  Help  Service  in  the 
Deeside  Division  and  the  Ellesmere  Port  area  of  this  Division. 
The  Domestic  Help  Supervisor  commenced  her  duties  in  July, 
and  has  relieved  the  Health  Visitors  considerably.  It  is  hoped 
that  at  some  future  date  it  may  be  possible  to  have  a Supervisor 
to  supervise  the  Domestic  Help  Service  for  the  whole  of  the 
Division. 


The  following  is  a summary  of  the  cases  of  continued  need 
at  the  end  of  the  year:  — 

2 cases  have  had  Domestic  Help  for  8 years. 

1 case  has  had  Domestic  Help  for  7 years. 

3 cases  have  had  Domestic  Help  for  6 years. 

2 cases  have  had  Domestic  Help  for  4 years. 

3 cases  have  had  Domestic  Help  for  3j/^  years. 

4 cases  have  had  Domestic  Help  for  3 years. 

1 case  has  had  Domestic  Help  for  2J4  years. 

6 cases  have  had  Domestic  Help  for  2 years. 

7 cases  have  had  Domestic  Help  for  1J4  years. 

13  cases  have  had  Domestic  Help  for  1 year. 

24  cases  have  had  Domestic  Help  for  less  than  1 year. 
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The  following  is  a summary  of  the  work  carried  out  during 


the  year: — 

A.  Number  of  new  applicants  ; 126 

(of  these  51  were  cancelled) 

B.  Number  of  Domestic  Helps  employed  at3 1.1 2.58  54 

C.  Number  of  cases  attended  during  the  year  135 

D.  Number  of  cases  of  continued  need  at  31.12.58  66 


25  cases  were  brought  to  the  attention  of  the  Committee  dur- 
the  year. 

6 cases  were  defined  as  Future  Recovery  cases. 

1 Future  Recovery  case  was  cancelled. 

In  2 Future  Recovery  cases  collection  was  deferred. 

In  1 Future  Recovery  case  the  County  Treasurer  was 
authorised  to  recover  the  accumulative  balance. 

In  2 Future  Recovery  cases  recovery  of  the  accumulative 
balance  was  approved. 

In  5 cases  the  debt  was  cancelled. 

In  6 cases  tbe  assessment  was  reduced. 

In  1 case  the  assessment  was  not  reduced. 

In  1 case  the  engagement  of  a relative  was  approved. 

PREVENTION  OF  ILLNESS  — CARE  AND  AFTER  CARE 


A.  Number  of  Cases  Investigated  in  Division:  — 

(1)  Tuberculosis — 

(a)  No.  of  Forms  C.  & A.C.  4 completed  30 

(Primary  Investigation) 

(b)  No.  of  Forms  C.  & A.C.  22  completed  353 

(Follow-up  visits) 

(c)  No.  of  cases  where  patient  has  been  found  to 
have : — 

(a)  Removed  from  area  9 

(b)  Been  cured  2 

(c)  Recovered  31 

(d)  Died  7 

(e)  Lost  sight  of  1 

(f)  Non -tuberculous 3 


(2)  Other  than  Tuberculosis — 

All  cases  of  chronic  illness  awaiting  admission  to  Chronic 
Wards  or  suitable  Institutions  are  visited  regularly  by  Health 
Visitors  until  admission  is  effected. 
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B.  Nursing  Equipment 

221  articles  were  loaned  to  elderly,  nursing  and  handicapped 
persons  during  the  year.  The  period  of  loan  varies  in  accordance 
with  the  need  ; in  the  first  instance  the  loan  is  for  three  months, 
which  can  be  extended  if  required.  There  is  a deposit  of  2/6d. 
or  10/-  on  each  article  (depending  on  the  nature  of  the  article) 
and  in  some  cases  (wheel-chair,  commode  ,bed,  mattress)  a weekly 
rental  is  charged.  During  the  year  the  income  from  rentals  was 
£32.  11s.  Od. 

The  Nursing  Equipment  is  mainly  stored  at  the  Welfare 
Centre,  Ellesmere  Port,  and  the  following  is  an  inventory  of  the 
various  items  held  at  the  Welfare  Centre  (many  of  the  items 
listed  are  out  on  loan):  — 


Invalid  wheel-chairs  

14 

Urinals  

18 

Water /Air  beds  

2 

Air  rings  

10 

Dunlopillo  mattresses 

2 

Rubber  cushions  

1 

Pillows  

11 

Sputum  mugs  

2 

Sheets,  single  

18 

Sputum  flasks  

12 

Sheets,  draw  

17 

Breast  pumps  

3 

Sheets,  rubber  

20 

Commodes  

5 

Bed  pulley  

1 

Crutches  (pairs)  

2 

Bed  cages  

2 

3-legged  walking  sticks  .... 

2 

Back  rests  

11 

Plastic  bags  

6 

Bed  pans,  various  

21 

Linen  bags  

6 

In  addition,  the  District  Nurse/Midwives  each  have  a small 
stock  of  the  smaller  items — bedpans,  urinals,  rubber  sheets,  etc. 


C.  Handicapped  Persons 

(i)  At  the  end  of  the  year  there  were  56  cases  on  the  handi- 
capped persons  register,  many  of  whom  were  in  regular  employ- 
ment. All  cases  have  been  visited  by  the  Health  Visitors  during 
the  year,  and  in  the  majority  of  cases  where  the  person  was  not 
in  regular  employment  the  services  of  the  County  Council  were 
not  required. 

Towards  the  end  of  the  year  the  W.V.S.  announced  that  they 
had  a tentative  scheme  for  the  assistance  of  the  house-bound 
disabled  person.  Names  and  addresses  of  those  persons  who  it 
was  thought  might  benefit  from  the  service  have  been  forwarded 
to  the  local  Secretary  of  the  W.V.S. 

In  the  autumn  the  W.V.S.  commenced  a Meals  on  Wheels 
service  in  the  Ellesmere  Port  area  for  the  house-bound  and  the 
aged. 

(ii)  Number  of  cases  placed  in  employment  (Disabled  Persons 
Act)— Nil. 
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D.  Foul  Washing  Service 

The  Foul  Washing  Service  was  introduced  to  this  Division 
during  the  year.  The  scheme  provides  sheets  (single  and  draw) 
for  patients  who  are  incontinent  and  are  being  nursed  at  home. 
The  fouled  laundry  is  collected  twice  weekly  and  taken  to  the 
hospital  (Clatterbridge  or  Chester  City)  for  laundering.  A charge 
is  made  for  the  service  in  accordance  with  the  income  of  the 
household. 

E.  Accidents  in  the  Home 

In  October  the  Ministry  launched  a Publicity  Campaign  on 
the  Guarding  of  Fires.  The  Ministry  carried  out  the  National 
Publicity  through  the  Television  and  the  National  Press.  The 
Division  carried  out  the  local  publicity  with  letters  to  the  local 
press ; posters  large  and  small  in  the  various  Clinics,  Council 
Offices,  Post  Offices,  shops.  Public  Houses,  Public  Halls  throughout 
the  area  of  the  Division.  In  addition  pamphlets  were  enclosed 
with  all  appointments  sent  out  in  connection  with  scheme  for  the 
vaccination  against  Poliomyelitis. 

NATIONAL  ASSISTANCE  ACT,  1948  — PART  HI 

In  my  capacity  as  the  Representative  of  the  County  Medical 
Officer  of  Health,  I carried  out  two  visits  of  inspection  to  Shotwick 
House,  Great  Saughall.  Very  little  change  had  taken  place  since 
1957  and  the  excellent  conditions  of  this  establishment  continued 
to  maintain  a high  level. 

ESTIMATES,  1959/60 

Estimates  for  the  year  1959/60  were  submitted,  and  following 
is  a summary  of  the  items  recommended  to  the  County  Health 
Committee  for  approval  and  inclusion  in  the  block  estimates : — 


£ 

Welfare  Centres  ....  2,615 

Day  Nursery  2,470 

Midwifery  ....  210 

Health  Visiting 30 

Home  Nursing  ....  1350 

Vaccination  and  Immunisation  690 

Poliomyelitis  Vaccination  565 

Ambulance  Service  7,569 

Prevention  of  Illness,  Care  and  After  Care  325 

Domestic  Helps  4,515 

Administration  7,025 

Payment  of  County  Districts  for  Notifications  of 

Infectious  Diseases  250 


£27,614 
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